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By	Jon	Stefansson	i	piano	image	by	Sergey	Goruppa	from	Fotolia.com	For	a	fun	way	to	make	music	on	the	Internet,	try	visiting	websites	that	turn	your	computer	keyboard	into	a	piano.	Using	midi	piano	sounds	and	Flash	animation,	these	websites	enable	you	to	play	a	virtual	piano	using	your	keyboard.	It	should	take	no	longer	than	a	minute	to	get
tinkling	the	virtual	ivories.	Go	to	the	Virtual	Piano	website	(see	Resources)	and	wait	for	the	piano	to	load.	Keys	on	your	computer	keyboard	correspond	to	notes	on	the	virtual	piano.	The	"1"	number	key	is	the	deepest	note,	and	"M"	is	the	highest.	Notes	move	higher	from	the	"1"	to	"M"	left	to	right,	top	to	bottom	on	your	computer	keyboard.	Virtual
piano	displays	the	note	being	played	and	allows	you	to	toggle	a	virtual	sustain	pedal	on	or	off.	Go	to	the	Virtual	Keyboard	website	(see	Resources).	The	keys	on	the	middle	row	of	your	computer	keyboard	(A	to	L)	correspond	to	the	piano	keys	displayed	on	screen.	Play	simple	tunes	by	pressing	the	keys	on	your	keyboard	and	hearing	the	piano	sound
back	through	your	computer	speakers.	Sharp	(black)	notes	can	be	played	by	pressing	keys	on	the	top	row	of	your	computer	keyboard	(W,	E,	T,	Y,	U,	O	and	P).	Visit	the	Online	Piano	Game	site	(see	Resources)	and	scroll	down	to	the	image	of	the	piano.	Press	the	computer	keys	as	they're	labeled	on	the	piano	keys	to	play	the	note;	for	example,	"R"	plays
the	farthest-left	C-note	key.	Certain	number	keys	play	the	black	piano	keys.	This	piano	is	much	less	advanced	than	the	other	options,	displaying	only	a	limited	set	of	keys.	{"appState":{"pageLoadApiCallsStatus":true},"categoryState":{"relatedCategories":{"headers":{"timestamp":"2022-06-27T18:31:12+00:00"},"categoryId":33908,"data":
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for-seniors","categoryList":["home-auto-hobbies","games","puzzles","crosswords"],"_links":{"self":"	}}],"content":[{"title":"Using	crosswords	to	stimulate	your	senior	brain","thumb":null,"image":null,"content":"For	seniors,	solving	crossword	puzzles	can	fortify	memory	and	ability	to	focus,	according	to	studies.	Besides	stimulating	your	senior	brain,
crosswords	and	other	word	puzzles	can	boost	your	vocabulary	and	be	a	great	way	to	start	a	conversation.Here	are	good	reasons	for	you	or	any	senior	you	know	to	sit	down	and	work	on	those	puzzles:Crosswords	test	your	memory.	Any	clue	in	a	crossword	is	going	to	prompt	you	to	try	remembering	names,	places,	events,	foreign	words,	and	other	items
that	you	perhaps	haven’t	thought	about	in	years.In	addition,	working	crosswords	on	a	regular	basis	can	give	your	memory	a	boost	a	couple	of	ways:The	more	puzzles	you	work,	the	more	you’ll	want	to	rely	on	your	own	knowledge	base	for	answers	(as	opposed	to	using	outside	resources).Puzzle	constructors	have	certain	words	that	they	work	into
puzzles	on	a	regular	basis.	The	more	of	these	words	you	commit	to	memory,	the	easier	working	crosswords	becomes.Crosswords	help	hone	your	self-discipline.	Most	crossword	puzzles	require	at	least	an	hour	to	solve.	When	you	tackle	a	crossword,	you’re	taking	on	a	mental	commitment,	and	succeeding	requires	self-discipline.	If	you’re	going	to
complete	a	crossword	grid,	you	have	to	develop	the	discipline	to	back	up,	re-read	clues,	consider	what	resources	you	may	want	to	consult,	and	chip	away	at	the	empty	spaces.	Exercising	this	type	of	self-discipline	helps	you	keep	your	thoughts	focused	and	sharp.Crosswords	encourage	you	explore.	Don’t	hesitate	to	use	outside	resources	to	help	solve
crossword	clues	—	if	you	get	stuck	on	a	clue,	explore	your	options	for	finding	the	answer!	Ask	someone	else	for	help	(a	great	idea),	go	to	a	local	library,	or	check	for	the	answer	in	a	book	or	on	a	Web	site.	Exploring	helps	to	keep	you	from	feeling	isolated,	and	it	stimulates	your	senses,	and	your	mind.*Crosswords	keep	you	curious.	Curiosity	isn’t	just
for	children,	though	carrying	adult	responsibilities	often	squeezes	the	life	out	of	curiosity.	But	working	crosswords	can	inspire	you	to	be	more	curious.	You	may	find	that	one	little	clue	with	a	surprising	solution	leaves	you	wanting	to	know	more	about	why	that	answer	is	correct.	Feel	free	to	put	your	puzzle	on	hold	and	find	out	more,	right	then	and
there.	Your	brain	will	benefit	from	it.In	order	for	crosswords	to	help	keep	your	brain	stimulated,	you	need	to	sit	down	and	work	on	solving	them	regularly!	After	all,	you	can’t	get	your	body	fit	by	working	out	three	hours	in	a	row	and	then	ignoring	your	health	altogether	for	two	weeks.	You	benefit	much	more	from	working	out	consistently	for	shorter
amounts	of	time.Your	goal	should	be	to	make	time	for	a	crossword	puzzle	at	least	several	days	a	week,	if	not	every	day.	If	you	can’t	devote	time	to	working	a	crossword	puzzle	every	day,	no	problem.	But	don’t	let	a	month	go	by	between	mental	workouts!"},{"title":"Solving	crossword	puzzles","thumb":null,"image":null,"content":"Solving	crossword
puzzles	is	more	satisfying	if	you	know	key	tips	and	strategies.	Attain	expertise	with	crossword	puzzles	by	using	these	techniques.	You’ll	be	able	to	tackle	any	puzzle	grid	comfortably	and	efficiently,	and	increase	your	enjoyment	in	the	process.Make	sure	you’re	seated	comfortably	in	a	well-lit	area.	It	can	take	an	hour	or	more	to	solve	certain	crosswords,
so	make	sure	you’re	seated	comfortably	at	a	table	or	desk,	or	in	your	favorite	chair.	You	don’t	want	your	joints	to	start	aching	over	a	crossword	puzzle!Work	in	pencil.	It’s	okay	to	guess	and	make	mistakes.	Remember	to	keep	your	eraser	handy!Stick	with	puzzles	that	are	easy	on	the	eyes.	Even	the	most	fine-tuned	eyeglass	prescription	can	only	do	so
much	to	reduce	the	strain	of	looking	at	a	small-print	puzzle	for	a	long	period	of	time.	Working	on	large-print	puzzles	helps	keep	your	eyes	from	getting	strained,	and	reduces	your	chance	of	getting	a	headache!Start	with	the	fill-in-the-blank	clues.	They’re	often	the	easiest	to	solve,	and	they	help	get	your	thought	processes	ready	for	more	difficult
solutions.Focus	on	small	(three-	to	five-letter)	word	entries.	There	just	aren’t	as	many	of	these	short	words	to	choose	from	in	the	English	language.	As	you	work	more	puzzles,	you’ll	get	familiar	with	the	short	words	that	are	used	in	puzzles	over	and	over,	and	it	will	become	another	game	for	you	find	these	in	the	puzzles	and	fill	them	in.	The	more	brain
stimulation,	the	better!Check	off	each	clue	that	you	solve.	It’ll	give	you	a	sense	of	accomplishment	and	help	you	remember	what	you’ve	already	done	so	you	can	focus	on	the	clues	that	remain.Work	on	more	than	one	puzzle	at	a	time.	If	one	puzzle	becomes	too	frustrating,	move	away	it	to	another,	more	satisfying	one.	You	can	go	back	to	the	frustrating
puzzle	at	a	later	time,	and	with	a	fresher	perspective.Keep	the	puzzle’s	theme	in	mind.	Many	crossword	puzzles	have	themes,	and	have	titles	that	hint	at	those	themes.	Keeping	the	theme	in	mind	will	help	you	focus	on	information	associated	with	the	theme,	and	help	you	remember	clues	for	solving	the	puzzle.	Another	memory	booster!Compile	a	trusty
set	of	resources.	Resources	can	help	you	find	answers	to	puzzles,	and	open	your	mind	to	fresh	information	you	can	use	later.	Don’t	be	ashamed	to	use	them.	The	object	is	to	have	fun	and	stimulate	your	brain.Keep	in	mind	that	those	resources	can	include	friends	and	family	members.	Solving	crosswords	doesn’t	have	to	be	a	solitary	activity.	Don’t	be
afraid	to	ask	questions	and	get	solutions	from	other	people.	Getting	help	from	others	makes	solving	crossword	puzzles	more	fun,	and	can	help	your	mind	stay	sharp.Write	out	your	partial	solutions	if	you	get	stuck.	If	you’re	trying	to	solve	a	Down	clue,	use	that	pencil	to	write	out	the	letters	you	already	know	in	a	horizontal	line.	Chances	are,	you’ll	be
able	to	better	visualize	words	when	they’re	written	horizontally.	This	will	help	jog	your	memory	so	you	can	come	up	with	the	solution.Practice,	practice,	practice!	To	build	muscle	and	stay	in	shape,	you	have	to	exercise	frequently.	The	same	is	true	of	building	your	puzzling	muscle	—	your	brain.	Make	time	for	crosswords	several	times	a	week	if	you
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Other	Puzzle	Types","slug":"trying-out-other-puzzle-types","categoryList":[],"_links":{"self":"	}}],"content":[{"title":"Tips	for	solving	crossword	puzzles","thumb":null,"image":null,"content":"You	don’t	have	to	be	a	crossword	puzzle	expert	to	enjoy	solving	easy	puzzles	or	even	more	challenging	ones.	But	when	you	sit	down	to	work	on	any	crossword	grid,
you’ll	likely	enjoy	yourself	more	if	you	keep	these	simple	tips	in	mind:Work	in	pencil.	By	working	in	pencil,	you	give	yourself	permission	to	guess	and	make	mistakes.	And	mistakes	make	you	a	better	puzzler	in	the	end.Be	loyal	to	a	puzzle	editor.	When	you’re	first	starting	to	work	crosswords,	stick	with	puzzles	you	find	in	a	single	source	(one	book	or
one	newspaper,	for	example).	Doing	so	allows	you	to	become	familiar	with	what	to	expect	from	the	puzzle	editor	(the	person	who	compiles	and	styles	each	puzzle).	This	familiarity	can	simplify	puzzles	for	you.Think	about	theme.	If	a	puzzle	has	a	title,	it	indicates	the	theme	of	that	puzzle.	Usually	the	theme	relates	only	to	some	of	the	clues	—	usually
those	that	require	longer	answers	—	not	all	of	them.Fill	in	the	blanks	first.	The	fill-in-the-blank	clues	often	are	the	easiest	type	to	solve,	so	you	can	get	a	good	start	on	your	grid	by	cracking	these	first.Focus	on	small	(three-to-five-letter)	word	entries.	Puzzle	constructors	just	don’t	have	as	many	of	these	short	words	to	choose	from	in	the	English
language.	So,	as	you	work	more	puzzles,	you’ll	get	familiar	with	the	short	words	that	constructors	and	editors	use	over	and	over.	By	filling	these	in	early	on,	you	may	break	open	your	grid	and	be	able	to	solve	a	few	of	your	more	difficult	clues.Visit	Crosswordese.com.	At	this	site,	you’ll	be	introduced	to	short,	often	unusual	English	words	that	puzzle
constructors	love.Get	trivial.	Because	they’re	usually	fairly	straightforward	and	don’t	involve	wordplay,	trivia	clues	also	may	be	fairly	easy	to	answer.	Plus,	you	can	locate	trivia	answers	in	outside	resources	when	you’re	stuck.Eye	abbreviations	and	acronyms.	If	an	answer	needs	to	be	an	abbreviation	or	acronym,	the	clue	tells	you	so.	If	you	see	“Abbr.”
in	the	clue,	or	if	the	clue	itself	is	abbreviated	or	an	acronym,	that’s	your	tip.	Again,	these	smaller	clues	can	help	you	answer	the	more	complex	surrounding	clues	you	may	be	stumped	by.Go	global.	If	an	answer	is	in	a	foreign	language,	the	clue	informs	you	by	specifying	the	language	or	using	words	from	that	language.Pick	out	plurals.	When	you’re
stuck,	look	for	clues	written	in	a	plural	form.	Using	a	pencil,	write	an	S	at	the	end	of	each	grid	entry	that	you	know	must	be	a	plural	word	or	phrase.	Often	(though	not	always),	the	S	will	be	correct.Tap	outside	resources.	Most	people	can’t	work	a	crossword	puzzle	without	a	little	outside	help.	But	don’t	just	type	a	clue	into	an	online	search	engine;	be
picky	about	the	resources	you	use.	Keep	a	quality	dictionary,	thesaurus,	quotation	resource,	atlas,	and	almanac	on	hand.	You	can	use	hard	copies	of	these	sources,	or	you	can	choose	their	electronic	forms.Ask	for	help.	Make	a	crossword	a	social	experience	by	asking	help	from	friends	or	family	members	when	you’re	stuck.Check	off	each	clue	that	you
solve.	Marking	your	progress	gives	you	a	sense	of	accomplishment	and	helps	you	focus	on	those	clues	that	remain.Don’t	stress.	If	a	puzzle	stops	being	fun	and	starts	feeling	like	work,	simply	walk	away	and	come	back	to	it	a	little	later.	The	answers	may	come	more	easily	after	you	take	a	breather."},{"title":"Using	crosswords	to	exercise	your
brain","thumb":null,"image":null,"content":"One	of	the	side	effects	of	enjoying	a	crossword	puzzle	is	that	it	gives	your	brain	a	great	workout.	Rarely	will	you	work	a	puzzle	from	start	to	finish	without	learning	something	new.	And	if	you	work	puzzles	from	the	same	source	on	a	regular	basis,	you’ll	start	memorizing	words	that	your	puzzle	editor	uses
frequently.To	maximize	your	mental	workout,	try	doing	the	following:Find	your	focus.	Figure	out	what	type	of	environment	helps	you	boost	your	concentration.	Many	people	find	it	helpful	to	sit	in	a	comfortable	chair	with	good	lighting	and	to	keep	noise	to	a	minimum.	Soft	music	in	the	background	works	well	for	some	people;	others	require
silence.Allot	enough	time.	Whenever	possible,	set	aside	an	hour	or	more	for	your	crosswording.	Providing	yourself	with	plenty	of	time	allows	you	to	try	to	complete	an	entire	puzzle	from	start	to	finish	without	interruption.Start	your	own	crosswordese	list.	Crosswordese	is	a	group	of	short	words	that	you	run	across	in	crossword	puzzles	but	don’t	often
use	in	everyday	speech.	For	example,	consider	the	following:Aerie:	High	nestEpee:	Dueling	swordNee:	Formerly	called,	or	precedes	a	maiden	namePoi:	Polynesian	foodThese	words	can	help	puzzle	constructors	get	out	of	jams,	and	each	puzzle	constructor	has	certain	favorites.	Keep	a	list	of	the	short,	obscure	words	you	run	across	more	than	once
when	solving	puzzles,	and	store	that	list	with	your	crosswording	sources.	(And	if	you	want	to	mess	with	your	friends,	try	working	these	words	into	your	conversations!)Look	up	what	you	don’t	know.	While	some	crossword	purists	pooh-pooh	the	use	of	outside	resources,	others	are	realists.	These	folks	realize	that	most	people	need	at	least	some	help	to
finish	a	crossword.	When	you’re	truly	stuck,	don’t	just	turn	to	the	crossword	solution.	First	make	the	effort	to	find	the	answer	yourself	in	trusted	print	or	online	resources.	Then	pat	yourself	on	the	back	when	you	learn	something	new."},{"title":"Trying	out	other	puzzle	types","thumb":null,"image":null,"content":"When	you	have	had	enough	of
crossword	puzzles	for	one	day	and	are	looking	for	other	fun	ways	to	boost	your	brain	power,	consider	the	puzzle	possibilities	listed	here.	If	your	newspaper	doesn’t	carry	these	puzzles,	look	for	puzzle	books	or	Web	sites	that	feature	them.	Some	of	the	most	popular	puzzles	include	the	following:Cryptograms:	A	cryptogram	is	a	sentence	or	phrase	that’s
encrypted,	meaning	each	letter	has	been	substituted	with	a	different	letter.	To	figure	out	what	the	sentence	or	phrase	says,	you	have	to	figure	out	each	substitution.Word	scramble:	With	this	type	of	puzzle,	you	look	at	groups	of	letters	placed	in	random	order	and	rearrange	them	into	words	using	every	letter.	Sometimes	letters	within	the	solutions	are
circled,	and	the	circled	letters	answer	a	clue	provided	by	the	puzzle	editor.Cryptic	crosswords:	This	type	of	puzzle	is	tough.	The	crossword	grid	doesn’t	follow	the	same	rules	as	a	regular	crossword.	For	example,	you	find	lots	of	unchecked	squares	on	a	cryptic	crossword.	Unchecked	squares	are	white	squares	that	are	used	in	an	Across	entry	but	not	in
a	Down	entry,	or	vice	versa.	Ramping	up	the	difficulty	level	even	more	are	the	types	of	clues	the	puzzle	constructor	creates.	No	fill-in-the-blanks	here;	and	no	trivia	either.	Each	clue	is	constructed	based	on	wordplay,	so	you	have	to	essentially	solve	a	riddle	or	figure	out	a	pun	to	find	the	solution.	If	you’re	up	for	the	challenge,	look	for	a	book	of	cryptic
crosswords	or	search	online	for	some	examples	to	try.	You	can	be	sure	that	your	synapses	will	break	a	sweat!Sudoku:	You	can	find	books	full	of	Sudoku	puzzles	everywhere	—	probably	even	in	your	grocery	store	checkout	lane.	Most	newspapers	publish	them	as	well.	The	basic	Sudoku	puzzle	is	a	9	x	9	grid	(it	contains	nine	rows	and	nine	columns)	and
is	divided	into	nine	3	x	3	grids	or	boxes.	To	solve	the	puzzle,	you	write	in	the	numbers	1	through	9	in	each	row,	column,	and	3	x	3	box.	The	puzzle	constructor	gets	you	started	by	filling	in	a	handful	of	entries.	Each	puzzle	has	a	unique	solution;	you	can’t	solve	it	in	more	than	one	way.	Sound	easy?	It	isn’t.	But	it’s	definitely	fun!Word	searches:	When	you
need	a	break	from	the	hard	work	these	other	puzzle	types	require,	try	a	word	search.	You’ll	still	get	your	brain	focused	on	the	task	at	hand,	but	success	is	pretty	much	guaranteed."}],"videoInfo":{"videoId":null,"name":null,"accountId":null,"playerId":null,"thumbnailUrl":null,"description":null,"uploadDate":null}},"sponsorship":
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Dummies	Cheat	Sheet	(Australian	Edition)","strippedTitle":"cryptic	crosswords	for	dummies	cheat	sheet	(australian	edition)","slug":"cryptic-crosswords-for-dummies-cheat-sheet-australian-edition","canonicalUrl":"","seo":{"metaDescription":"Cryptic	crosswords	are	meant	to	be	just	that—cryptic!	So	how	do	you	get	started	on	such	a	mysterious	puzzle?
Find	out	here.","noIndex":0,"noFollow":0},"content":"People	love	to	do	puzzles	of	all	kinds,	but	cryptic	crosswords	are	often	seen	as	a	challenging	form	of	entertainment	—	delight	may	be	rare	to	anyone	new	to	cryptics!	This	cheat	sheet	covers	the	basics	of	how	to	start	on	a	cryptic	crossword	grid,	and	you’ll	also	find	some	handy	reference	lists	and
explanations	to	spotting	certain	clue	devices.","description":"People	love	to	do	puzzles	of	all	kinds,	but	cryptic	crosswords	are	often	seen	as	a	challenging	form	of	entertainment	—	delight	may	be	rare	to	anyone	new	to	cryptics!	This	cheat	sheet	covers	the	basics	of	how	to	start	on	a	cryptic	crossword	grid,	and	you’ll	also	find	some	handy	reference	lists
and	explanations	to	spotting	certain	clue	devices.","blurb":"","authors":[{"authorId":9943,"name":"Denise	Sutherland","slug":"denise-sutherland","description":"	Denise	Sutherland	is	a	syndicated	puzzle	author.	Her	crosswords,	word	searches	and	other	puzzles	appear	in	a	range	of	publications	around	the	world,	and	she	has	written	many	puzzle
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cryptic	crossword","thumb":null,"image":null,"content":"While	they	do	look	completely	incomprehensible	at	first	glance,	cryptic	clues	are	actually	written	along	strict	guidelines.	The	majority	of	clues	in	a	cryptic	crossword	follow	these	standards:Every	cryptic	clue	includes	a	straight	definition	of	the	answer,	just	like	in	a	regular	crossword.
Astonishing,	but	true!The	definition	part	of	the	clue	will	always	be	at	the	start	or	end	of	the	clue,	and	never	sandwiched	in	the	middle.Most	cryptic	clues	run	along	the	lines	of	this	formula:	Definition	+	Wordplay	=	Answer,	or	Wordplay	+	Definition	=	Answer.The	definition	may	be	a	straight	synonym,	or	a	more	oblique	reference	to	the	answer.There
are	nine	main	wordplay	devices	used	in	cryptics:	anagrams,	reversals,	deletions,	charades,	containers,	hidden	words,	double	definitions,	homophones,	and	cryptic	definitions.Abbreviations	are	used	a	great	deal	in	cryptic	clues,	so	it’s	important	to	get	a	handle	on	these.The	best	way	to	tackle	a	cryptic	clue	is	to	try	to	ignore	the	first	impression	you	get
from	reading	the	clue,	and	look	at	each	word	in	the	clue	one	by	one	to	see	if	you	can	discover	the	definition	and	wordplay.There’s	no	need	to	solve	the	clues	in	a	crossword	in	order,	just	look	through	the	list	until	you	see	one	that	you	think	you	might	be	able	to	get	out.In	general,	you	can	ignore	the	punctuation	in	a	clue	—	it’s	mostly	just	there	to
mislead	you!It’s	perfectly	okay	to	use	a	thesaurus	to	look	for	synonyms	for	the	words	at	the	start	and	end	of	the	clue	to	see	if	they	reveal	the	answer	(from	the	definition).	You	can	always	work	out	the	wordplay	part	after	the	fact,	and	try	to	figure	out	what	the	setter	has	done	to	make	the	clue	work.	It’s	all	part	of	the	learning	process!Different	authors
(or	setters)	write	clues	slightly	differently,	so	it’s	best	to	get	used	to	one	setter’s	style	at	first,	rather	than	solving	cryptics	from	all	over	the	place."},{"title":"Cryptic	crossword	reference	list	of	common	abbreviations","thumb":null,"image":null,"content":"Here	are	some	basic	abbreviations	that	are	very	useful	to	have	by	your	side	when	cracking	cryptic
clues.	The	list	only	focuses	on	the	harder	abbreviations.	Straightforward	abbreviations	and	simple	foreign	words	have	been	omitted	from	this	list.10	=	X100	=	C1,000	=	M5	=	V50	=	La	follower	=	Babout	=	C,	CE,	REagainst	=	V	(versus)alien	=	ETAmerican	soldier	=	GIancient	city	=	URancient	times	=	BCAnglo-Saxon	=	ASArabic	=	ARartist	=	RA
(Royal	Academy)Asian	=	E	(Eastern)at	home	=	INbishop	=	B	(chess)Bond’s	boss	=	Mbook	=	Bbridge	player	=	N,	S,	E,	WBritish	=	B,	BRCapone	=	ALcarbon	copy	=	CCcastle	=	R	(rook)chapter	=	C	or	CHchief	=	CHChurch	of	England	=	CEcivil	engineer	=	CEcross	=	Xclub/s	=	C	(cards)Common	Era	=	CECyprus	=	CYdaughter	=	Ddegree	=	D,	BA,
MAdiamond/s	=	D	(cards)Diana	=	DIdirection	=	N,	S,	E,Wdoctor	=	DR,	MB,	MD,	MOdram	=	DRduck	=	O	(cricketing)Elizabeth	=	EEnglish	=	Eexercise	=	PT	or	PEexist	=	BEfine	=	F	(pencil),	OKfirst	=	IST	(1st)first	class	=	AI	(A1)fish	=	LING,	EEL,	COD	etc.force	=	Fformer	partner	=	EXFrance	=	Fgas	=	H	(hydrogen),	CO	(carbon	monoxide),
etc.George	=	GGeorgia	=	GA	(state),	GE	(country)German	=	Ggold	=	AU	or	OR	(heraldry)good	=	Ggood	man	=	ST	(saint)graduate	=	BA,	MBGreek	character	or	letter	=	PI,	NU,	MU,	XI,	etc.Guevara	=	CHEhard	=	H	(pencil)heart/s	=	H	(cards)hexadecimal	=	HEXhonour	=	OBEhour	=	HRhug	=	Ohusband	=	Hhush	=	SHI	am	=	IM	(I’m)in	charge	=
ICinstant	message	=	IMintegrated	circuit	=	ICjudge	=	Jking	=	K	or	ERkiss	=	Xlast	character	=	Zlawyer	=	BL	(Bachelor	of	Law)letter	=	EF,	EM,	ELLiberal	=	Lline	=	L	(l	looks	like	a	line)loud	=	F	(forte)midday	=	N	(noon)model	=	T	(Model	T	Ford)moment	=	MOmonsieur	=	Mmonths	=	MOSnew	=	Nnewton	=	N	(unit)no	good	=	NGnoon	=	Nnote	=	A	–
G,	DO,	RE,	MI,	FA,	SO,	LA,	TI,	TE,	DOH,
etc.nothing	=	Oocean	=	Oold	=	Oold	boy	=	OBold	city	=	URold	record	=	EPone	=	A,	AN,	I	(1)operation	=	OPoriental	=	E	(from	the	East)penny	=	Pplaying	=	ON	(stage)point	=	N,	S,	E	or	Wpower	=	Ppresent	day	=	ADprincess	=	DIprinter’s	measure	=	EN,	EMprivate	investigator	=	PIphysical	education	=	PEPublic	Record	Office	=	PROquarter	=	N,
NE,	NW,	E	etcqueen	=	R,	Q,	or	ERqueen’s	honour	=	OBEquiet	=	P	(piano)ring	=	Oresistance	=	R	(unit)river	=	R,	EXE,	DEE,	PO,	etc.roughly	=	CA	(circa)round	=	Osailor,	salt	=	AB	(able-	bodied	seaman)second	=	Ssecond-class	=	BShakespearean	king	=	LEARship/s	=	SSshort	time	=	Tsingle	=	I	(1)society	=	Ssoft	=	P	(music),	B	(pencil)son	=	Sspade/s
=	S	(cards)square	=	Steetotal/le	=	TTtemperature	=	Tthanks	=	TAthe	thing	=	ITtimes	=	Xtop	class	=	AI	(A1)translator	=	TRunknown	=	X	or	Yversus	=	V,	VSvery	black	=	BB	(pencil)vitamin	=	A,	B,	BI	(B1),	C,	etc.vote	=	Xwife	=	Wwill	=	LL	(contraction)women’s	supporter	=	BRAworker	=	ANT,	BEEyear	=	Yyours	truly	=	I,	ME"},{"title":"Spotting
indicator	words	when	solving	cryptic	crosswords","thumb":null,"image":null,"content":"Indicator	words	are	vital	words	that	are	found	in	many	(but	not	all)	cryptic	clues	for	crosswords.	These	are	words	that	indicate	the	type	of	wordplay	being	used,	so	they’re	giving	you	a	sort	of	coded	message	about	what	to	do	to	get	to	the	answer.The	main	clue
devices	that	should	always	use	indicator	words	are	anagrams,	containers,	hidden	words,	reversals,	deletions	and	homophones.	Double	definition	and	charade	clues	don’t	have	to	have	indicator	words,	but	they	are	occasionally	used.	Cryptic	definition	clues	don’t	use	indicator	words,	although	they	are	often	indicated	with	a	question	mark	or	exclamation
mark.	(This	is	one	of	the	few	times	where	you	do	need	to	pay	attention	to	the	punctuation!).Here	is	a	list	of	the	sorts	of	words	you’ll	find	for	these	indicator	words	below.	If	you	can	learn	to	spot	indicator	words	by	context,	you’ll	have	more	cryptic	solving	success.Anagram	indicators:	These	are	words	that	give	a	sense	of	some	word	or	words	in	the	clue
being	jumbled	up.	These	words	can	give	a	sense	of	things	being	broken,	damaged,	cooked,	confused,	upset,	edited,	ugly,	insane,	invented,	engineered,	out	of	sorts,	designed,	mishandled,	drunk,	built,	versatile,	rearranged,	smashed,	askew	and	so	on	(ad	infinitum?!).Container	indicators:	These	are	words	that	give	a	sense	of	one	thing	being	put	around
another	thing,	or	one	thing	being	put	inside	another	thing.	So	words	such	as	acquiring,	keeping,	possessing,	devouring,	hugging,	amidst,	occupying,	getting	into	and	set	in	can	be	used.Hidden	word	indicators:	Hidden	word	indicators	give	a	sense	of	something	being	found	inside	something	else.	Container	indicators	are	often	used,	too.	They	may	be
words	like	a	bit	of,	buried	in,	essentially,	fragment,	held	in,	part	of	or	sample	of.Reversal	indicators:	These	indicators	tell	you	to	run	some	letters	or	a	word	backwards.	They	are	words	that	give	a	sense	of	reversal	(not	surprisingly!)	such	as	around,	backslide,	brought	about,	come	back,	flipped	over,	going	west,	knocked	over	or	reflected.	In	down	clues,
a	reversal	indicator	can	give	a	sense	of	rising	upwards,	for	example	held	up,	lifted	or	skyward.Deletion	indicators:	These	are	words	that	tell	you	to	delete	some	letters	from	a	word.	They	give	a	sense	of	removal	such	as	absent,	excluding,	losing,	not,	dropped,	cut,	without	or	short.	Letter	positions	can	also	be	indicated	with	deletion	clues	such	as	first,
head,	opener,	tail,	end,	conclusion,	half,	middle,	centre	and	so	on.Homophone	indicators:	These	words	give	a	sense	of	something	being	listened	to	or	said	aloud.	They	can	include	words	such	as	on	the	air,	broadcast,	I	hear,	said,	declared,	audibly,	outspoken,	reportedly,	sounds	like	and	vocal.Double	definition	and	charade	indicators:	These	clue	devices
don’t	have	to	have	indicator	words,	but	if	they	are	used,	they	generally	just	give	a	sense	of	one	thing	following	another,	being	added	to	another,	or	of	one	thing	leading	from	another.	Words	such	as	and,	but,	in	which,	makes,	provides,	next	to,	joining,	on	and	with	may	be	used."}],"videoInfo":
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},"slug":"puzzles","categoryId":33907},{"name":"Crosswords","_links":{"self":"	},"slug":"crosswords","categoryId":33908}],"title":"Solving	Crossword	Puzzles","strippedTitle":"solving	crossword	puzzles","slug":"basics-of-working-crosswords-for-seniors","canonicalUrl":"","seo":{"metaDescription":"Solving	crossword	puzzles	is	more	satisfying	if	you
know	key	tips	and	strategies.	Attain	expertise	with	crossword	puzzles	by	using	these	techniques.	You'll	be	a","noIndex":0,"noFollow":0},"content":"Solving	crossword	puzzles	is	more	satisfying	if	you	know	key	tips	and	strategies.	Attain	expertise	with	crossword	puzzles	by	using	these	techniques.	You'll	be	able	to	tackle	any	puzzle	grid	comfortably	and
efficiently,	and	increase	your	enjoyment	in	the	process.\r\r\t\rMake	sure	you’re	seated	comfortably	in	a	well-lit	area.	It	can	take	an	hour	or	more	to	solve	certain	crosswords,	so	make	sure	you’re	seated	comfortably	at	a	table	or	desk,	or	in	your	favorite	chair.	You	don’t	want	your	joints	to	start	aching	over	a	crossword	puzzle!\r\r\t\rWork	in	pencil.	It’s
okay	to	guess	and	make	mistakes.	Remember	to	keep	your	eraser	handy!\r\r\t\rStick	with	puzzles	that	are	easy	on	the	eyes.	Even	the	most	fine-tuned	eyeglass	prescription	can	only	do	so	much	to	reduce	the	strain	of	looking	at	a	small-print	puzzle	for	a	long	period	of	time.	Working	on	large-print	puzzles	helps	keep	your	eyes	from	getting	strained,	and
reduces	your	chance	of	getting	a	headache!\r\r\t\rStart	with	the	fill-in-the-blank	clues.	They’re	often	the	easiest	to	solve,	and	they	help	get	your	thought	processes	ready	for	more	difficult	solutions.\r\r\t\rFocus	on	small	(three-	to	five-letter)	word	entries.	There	just	aren’t	as	many	of	these	short	words	to	choose	from	in	the	English	language.	As	you
work	more	puzzles,	you’ll	get	familiar	with	the	short	words	that	are	used	in	puzzles	over	and	over,	and	it	will	become	another	game	for	you	find	these	in	the	puzzles	and	fill	them	in.	The	more	brain	stimulation,	the	better!\r\r\t\rCheck	off	each	clue	that	you	solve.	It’ll	give	you	a	sense	of	accomplishment	and	help	you	remember	what	you’ve	already	done
so	you	can	focus	on	the	clues	that	remain.\r\r\t\rWork	on	more	than	one	puzzle	at	a	time.	If	one	puzzle	becomes	too	frustrating,	move	away	it	to	another,	more	satisfying	one.	You	can	go	back	to	the	frustrating	puzzle	at	a	later	time,	and	with	a	fresher	perspective.\r\r\t\rKeep	the	puzzle’s	theme	in	mind.	Many	crossword	puzzles	have	themes,	and	have
titles	that	hint	at	those	themes.	Keeping	the	theme	in	mind	will	help	you	focus	on	information	associated	with	the	theme,	and	help	you	remember	clues	for	solving	the	puzzle.	Another	memory	booster!\r\r\t\rCompile	a	trusty	set	of	resources.	Resources	can	help	you	find	answers	to	puzzles,	and	open	your	mind	to	fresh	information	you	can	use	later.
Don’t	be	ashamed	to	use	them.	The	object	is	to	have	fun	and	stimulate	your	brain.\r\r\t\rKeep	in	mind	that	those	resources	can	include	friends	and	family	members.	Solving	crosswords	doesn’t	have	to	be	a	solitary	activity.	Don’t	be	afraid	to	ask	questions	and	get	solutions	from	other	people.	Getting	help	from	others	makes	solving	crossword	puzzles
more	fun,	and	can	help	your	mind	stay	sharp.\r\r\t\rWrite	out	your	partial	solutions	if	you	get	stuck.	If	you’re	trying	to	solve	a	Down	clue,	use	that	pencil	to	write	out	the	letters	you	already	know	in	a	horizontal	line.	Chances	are,	you’ll	be	able	to	better	visualize	words	when	they’re	written	horizontally.	This	will	help	jog	your	memory	so	you	can	come
up	with	the	solution.\r\r\t\rPractice,	practice,	practice!	To	build	muscle	and	stay	in	shape,	you	have	to	exercise	frequently.	The	same	is	true	of	building	your	puzzling	muscle	—	your	brain.	Make	time	for	crosswords	several	times	a	week	if	you	can.\r\r","description":"Solving	crossword	puzzles	is	more	satisfying	if	you	know	key	tips	and	strategies.	Attain
expertise	with	crossword	puzzles	by	using	these	techniques.	You'll	be	able	to	tackle	any	puzzle	grid	comfortably	and	efficiently,	and	increase	your	enjoyment	in	the	process.\r\r\t\rMake	sure	you’re	seated	comfortably	in	a	well-lit	area.	It	can	take	an	hour	or	more	to	solve	certain	crosswords,	so	make	sure	you’re	seated	comfortably	at	a	table	or	desk,	or
in	your	favorite	chair.	You	don’t	want	your	joints	to	start	aching	over	a	crossword	puzzle!\r\r\t\rWork	in	pencil.	It’s	okay	to	guess	and	make	mistakes.	Remember	to	keep	your	eraser	handy!\r\r\t\rStick	with	puzzles	that	are	easy	on	the	eyes.	Even	the	most	fine-tuned	eyeglass	prescription	can	only	do	so	much	to	reduce	the	strain	of	looking	at	a	small-
print	puzzle	for	a	long	period	of	time.	Working	on	large-print	puzzles	helps	keep	your	eyes	from	getting	strained,	and	reduces	your	chance	of	getting	a	headache!\r\r\t\rStart	with	the	fill-in-the-blank	clues.	They’re	often	the	easiest	to	solve,	and	they	help	get	your	thought	processes	ready	for	more	difficult	solutions.\r\r\t\rFocus	on	small	(three-	to	five-
letter)	word	entries.	There	just	aren’t	as	many	of	these	short	words	to	choose	from	in	the	English	language.	As	you	work	more	puzzles,	you’ll	get	familiar	with	the	short	words	that	are	used	in	puzzles	over	and	over,	and	it	will	become	another	game	for	you	find	these	in	the	puzzles	and	fill	them	in.	The	more	brain	stimulation,	the	better!\r\r\t\rCheck	off
each	clue	that	you	solve.	It’ll	give	you	a	sense	of	accomplishment	and	help	you	remember	what	you’ve	already	done	so	you	can	focus	on	the	clues	that	remain.\r\r\t\rWork	on	more	than	one	puzzle	at	a	time.	If	one	puzzle	becomes	too	frustrating,	move	away	it	to	another,	more	satisfying	one.	You	can	go	back	to	the	frustrating	puzzle	at	a	later	time,	and
with	a	fresher	perspective.\r\r\t\rKeep	the	puzzle’s	theme	in	mind.	Many	crossword	puzzles	have	themes,	and	have	titles	that	hint	at	those	themes.	Keeping	the	theme	in	mind	will	help	you	focus	on	information	associated	with	the	theme,	and	help	you	remember	clues	for	solving	the	puzzle.	Another	memory	booster!\r\r\t\rCompile	a	trusty	set	of
resources.	Resources	can	help	you	find	answers	to	puzzles,	and	open	your	mind	to	fresh	information	you	can	use	later.	Don’t	be	ashamed	to	use	them.	The	object	is	to	have	fun	and	stimulate	your	brain.\r\r\t\rKeep	in	mind	that	those	resources	can	include	friends	and	family	members.	Solving	crosswords	doesn’t	have	to	be	a	solitary	activity.	Don’t	be
afraid	to	ask	questions	and	get	solutions	from	other	people.	Getting	help	from	others	makes	solving	crossword	puzzles	more	fun,	and	can	help	your	mind	stay	sharp.\r\r\t\rWrite	out	your	partial	solutions	if	you	get	stuck.	If	you’re	trying	to	solve	a	Down	clue,	use	that	pencil	to	write	out	the	letters	you	already	know	in	a	horizontal	line.	Chances	are,	you’ll
be	able	to	better	visualize	words	when	they’re	written	horizontally.	This	will	help	jog	your	memory	so	you	can	come	up	with	the	solution.\r\r\t\rPractice,	practice,	practice!	To	build	muscle	and	stay	in	shape,	you	have	to	exercise	frequently.	The	same	is	true	of	building	your	puzzling	muscle	—	your	brain.	Make	time	for	crosswords	several	times	a	week
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{"name":"Crosswords","_links":{"self":"	},"slug":"crosswords","categoryId":33908}],"title":"Tips	for	Solving	Crossword	Puzzles","strippedTitle":"tips	for	solving	crossword	puzzles","slug":"tips-for-solving-crossword-puzzles","canonicalUrl":"","seo":{"metaDescription":"You	don’t	have	to	be	a	crossword	puzzle	expert	to	enjoy	solving	easy	puzzles	or	even
more	challenging	ones.	But	when	you	sit	down	to	work	on	any	crossword	grid,","noIndex":0,"noFollow":0},"content":"You	don’t	have	to	be	a	crossword	puzzle	expert	to	enjoy	solving	easy	puzzles	or	even	more	challenging	ones.	But	when	you	sit	down	to	work	on	any	crossword	grid,	you’ll	likely	enjoy	yourself	more	if	you	keep	these	simple	tips	in
mind:\r\r\t\rWork	in	pencil.	By	working	in	pencil,	you	give	yourself	permission	to	guess	and	make	mistakes.	And	mistakes	make	you	a	better	puzzler	in	the	end.\r\r\t\rBe	loyal	to	a	puzzle	editor.	When	you’re	first	starting	to	work	crosswords,	stick	with	puzzles	you	find	in	a	single	source	(one	book	or	one	newspaper,	for	example).	Doing	so	allows	you	to
become	familiar	with	what	to	expect	from	the	puzzle	editor	(the	person	who	compiles	and	styles	each	puzzle).	This	familiarity	can	simplify	puzzles	for	you.\r\r\t\rThink	about	theme.	If	a	puzzle	has	a	title,	it	indicates	the	theme	of	that	puzzle.	Usually	the	theme	relates	only	to	some	of	the	clues	—	usually	those	that	require	longer	answers	—	not	all	of
them.\r\r\t\rFill	in	the	blanks	first.	The	fill-in-the-blank	clues	often	are	the	easiest	type	to	solve,	so	you	can	get	a	good	start	on	your	grid	by	cracking	these	first.\r\r\t\rFocus	on	small	(three-to-five-letter)	word	entries.	Puzzle	constructors	just	don’t	have	as	many	of	these	short	words	to	choose	from	in	the	English	language.	So,	as	you	work	more	puzzles,
you’ll	get	familiar	with	the	short	words	that	constructors	and	editors	use	over	and	over.	By	filling	these	in	early	on,	you	may	break	open	your	grid	and	be	able	to	solve	a	few	of	your	more	difficult	clues.\r\r\t\rVisit	Crosswordese.com.	At	this	site,	you’ll	be	introduced	to	short,	often	unusual	English	words	that	puzzle	constructors	love.\r\r\t\rGet	trivial.
Because	they’re	usually	fairly	straightforward	and	don’t	involve	wordplay,	trivia	clues	also	may	be	fairly	easy	to	answer.	Plus,	you	can	locate	trivia	answers	in	outside	resources	when	you’re	stuck.\r\r\t\rEye	abbreviations	and	acronyms.	If	an	answer	needs	to	be	an	abbreviation	or	acronym,	the	clue	tells	you	so.	If	you	see	“Abbr.”	in	the	clue,	or	if	the
clue	itself	is	abbreviated	or	an	acronym,	that’s	your	tip.	Again,	these	smaller	clues	can	help	you	answer	the	more	complex	surrounding	clues	you	may	be	stumped	by.\r\r\t\rGo	global.	If	an	answer	is	in	a	foreign	language,	the	clue	informs	you	by	specifying	the	language	or	using	words	from	that	language.\r\r\t\rPick	out	plurals.	When	you’re	stuck,	look
for	clues	written	in	a	plural	form.	Using	a	pencil,	write	an	S	at	the	end	of	each	grid	entry	that	you	know	must	be	a	plural	word	or	phrase.	Often	(though	not	always),	the	S	will	be	correct.\r\r\t\rTap	outside	resources.	Most	people	can’t	work	a	crossword	puzzle	without	a	little	outside	help.	But	don’t	just	type	a	clue	into	an	online	search	engine;	be	picky
about	the	resources	you	use.	Keep	a	quality	dictionary,	thesaurus,	quotation	resource,	atlas,	and	almanac	on	hand.	You	can	use	hard	copies	of	these	sources,	or	you	can	choose	their	electronic	forms.\r\r\t\rAsk	for	help.	Make	a	crossword	a	social	experience	by	asking	help	from	friends	or	family	members	when	you’re	stuck.\r\r\t\rCheck	off	each	clue
that	you	solve.	Marking	your	progress	gives	you	a	sense	of	accomplishment	and	helps	you	focus	on	those	clues	that	remain.\r\r\t\rDon’t	stress.	If	a	puzzle	stops	being	fun	and	starts	feeling	like	work,	simply	walk	away	and	come	back	to	it	a	little	later.	The	answers	may	come	more	easily	after	you	take	a	breather.\r\r","description":"You	don’t	have	to	be
a	crossword	puzzle	expert	to	enjoy	solving	easy	puzzles	or	even	more	challenging	ones.	But	when	you	sit	down	to	work	on	any	crossword	grid,	you’ll	likely	enjoy	yourself	more	if	you	keep	these	simple	tips	in	mind:\r\r\t\rWork	in	pencil.	By	working	in	pencil,	you	give	yourself	permission	to	guess	and	make	mistakes.	And	mistakes	make	you	a	better
puzzler	in	the	end.\r\r\t\rBe	loyal	to	a	puzzle	editor.	When	you’re	first	starting	to	work	crosswords,	stick	with	puzzles	you	find	in	a	single	source	(one	book	or	one	newspaper,	for	example).	Doing	so	allows	you	to	become	familiar	with	what	to	expect	from	the	puzzle	editor	(the	person	who	compiles	and	styles	each	puzzle).	This	familiarity	can	simplify
puzzles	for	you.\r\r\t\rThink	about	theme.	If	a	puzzle	has	a	title,	it	indicates	the	theme	of	that	puzzle.	Usually	the	theme	relates	only	to	some	of	the	clues	—	usually	those	that	require	longer	answers	—	not	all	of	them.\r\r\t\rFill	in	the	blanks	first.	The	fill-in-the-blank	clues	often	are	the	easiest	type	to	solve,	so	you	can	get	a	good	start	on	your	grid	by
cracking	these	first.\r\r\t\rFocus	on	small	(three-to-five-letter)	word	entries.	Puzzle	constructors	just	don’t	have	as	many	of	these	short	words	to	choose	from	in	the	English	language.	So,	as	you	work	more	puzzles,	you’ll	get	familiar	with	the	short	words	that	constructors	and	editors	use	over	and	over.	By	filling	these	in	early	on,	you	may	break	open
your	grid	and	be	able	to	solve	a	few	of	your	more	difficult	clues.\r\r\t\rVisit	Crosswordese.com.	At	this	site,	you’ll	be	introduced	to	short,	often	unusual	English	words	that	puzzle	constructors	love.\r\r\t\rGet	trivial.	Because	they’re	usually	fairly	straightforward	and	don’t	involve	wordplay,	trivia	clues	also	may	be	fairly	easy	to	answer.	Plus,	you	can
locate	trivia	answers	in	outside	resources	when	you’re	stuck.\r\r\t\rEye	abbreviations	and	acronyms.	If	an	answer	needs	to	be	an	abbreviation	or	acronym,	the	clue	tells	you	so.	If	you	see	“Abbr.”	in	the	clue,	or	if	the	clue	itself	is	abbreviated	or	an	acronym,	that’s	your	tip.	Again,	these	smaller	clues	can	help	you	answer	the	more	complex	surrounding
clues	you	may	be	stumped	by.\r\r\t\rGo	global.	If	an	answer	is	in	a	foreign	language,	the	clue	informs	you	by	specifying	the	language	or	using	words	from	that	language.\r\r\t\rPick	out	plurals.	When	you’re	stuck,	look	for	clues	written	in	a	plural	form.	Using	a	pencil,	write	an	S	at	the	end	of	each	grid	entry	that	you	know	must	be	a	plural	word	or
phrase.	Often	(though	not	always),	the	S	will	be	correct.\r\r\t\rTap	outside	resources.	Most	people	can’t	work	a	crossword	puzzle	without	a	little	outside	help.	But	don’t	just	type	a	clue	into	an	online	search	engine;	be	picky	about	the	resources	you	use.	Keep	a	quality	dictionary,	thesaurus,	quotation	resource,	atlas,	and	almanac	on	hand.	You	can	use
hard	copies	of	these	sources,	or	you	can	choose	their	electronic	forms.\r\r\t\rAsk	for	help.	Make	a	crossword	a	social	experience	by	asking	help	from	friends	or	family	members	when	you’re	stuck.\r\r\t\rCheck	off	each	clue	that	you	solve.	Marking	your	progress	gives	you	a	sense	of	accomplishment	and	helps	you	focus	on	those	clues	that
remain.\r\r\t\rDon’t	stress.	If	a	puzzle	stops	being	fun	and	starts	feeling	like	work,	simply	walk	away	and	come	back	to	it	a	little	later.	The	answers	may	come	more	easily	after	you	take	a	breather.\r\r","blurb":"","authors":[],"primaryCategoryTaxonomy":{"categoryId":33908,"title":"Crosswords","slug":"crosswords","_links":{"self":"
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crosswords","slug":"spotting-indicator-words-when-solving-cryptic-crosswords","canonicalUrl":"","seo":{"metaDescription":"Indicator	words	are	vital	words	that	are	found	in	many	(but	not	all)	cryptic	clues	for	crosswords.	These	are	words	that	indicate	the	type	of	wordplay	being	used","noIndex":0,"noFollow":0},"content":"Indicator	words	are	vital
words	that	are	found	in	many	(but	not	all)	cryptic	clues	for	crosswords.	These	are	words	that	indicate	the	type	of	wordplay	being	used,	so	they’re	giving	you	a	sort	of	coded	message	about	what	to	do	to	get	to	the	answer.\r\rThe	main	clue	devices	that	should	always	use	indicator	words	are	anagrams,	containers,	hidden	words,	reversals,	deletions	and
homophones.	Double	definition	and	charade	clues	don’t	have	to	have	indicator	words,	but	they	are	occasionally	used.	Cryptic	definition	clues	don’t	use	indicator	words,	although	they	are	often	indicated	with	a	question	mark	or	exclamation	mark.	(This	is	one	of	the	few	times	where	you	do	need	to	pay	attention	to	the	punctuation!).\r\rHere	is	a	list	of
the	sorts	of	words	you’ll	find	for	these	indicator	words	below.	If	you	can	learn	to	spot	indicator	words	by	context,	you’ll	have	more	cryptic	solving	success.\r\r\t\rAnagram	indicators:	These	are	words	that	give	a	sense	of	some	word	or	words	in	the	clue	being	jumbled	up.	These	words	can	give	a	sense	of	things	being	broken,	damaged,	cooked,	confused,
upset,	edited,	ugly,	insane,	invented,	engineered,	out	of	sorts,	designed,	mishandled,	drunk,	built,	versatile,	rearranged,	smashed,	askew	and	so	on	(ad	infinitum?!).\r\r\t\rContainer	indicators:	These	are	words	that	give	a	sense	of	one	thing	being	put	around	another	thing,	or	one	thing	being	put	inside	another	thing.	So	words	such	as	acquiring,
keeping,	possessing,	devouring,	hugging,	amidst,	occupying,	getting	into	and	set	in	can	be	used.\r\r\t\rHidden	word	indicators:	Hidden	word	indicators	give	a	sense	of	something	being	found	inside	something	else.	Container	indicators	are	often	used,	too.	They	may	be	words	like	a	bit	of,	buried	in,	essentially,	fragment,	held	in,	part	of	or	sample
of.\r\r\t\rReversal	indicators:	These	indicators	tell	you	to	run	some	letters	or	a	word	backwards.	They	are	words	that	give	a	sense	of	reversal	(not	surprisingly!)	such	as	around,	backslide,	brought	about,	come	back,	flipped	over,	going	west,	knocked	over	or	reflected.	In	down	clues,	a	reversal	indicator	can	give	a	sense	of	rising	upwards,	for	example
held	up,	lifted	or	skyward.\r\r\t\rDeletion	indicators:	These	are	words	that	tell	you	to	delete	some	letters	from	a	word.	They	give	a	sense	of	removal	such	as	absent,	excluding,	losing,	not,	dropped,	cut,	without	or	short.	Letter	positions	can	also	be	indicated	with	deletion	clues	such	as	first,	head,	opener,	tail,	end,	conclusion,	half,	middle,	centre	and	so
on.\r\r\t\rHomophone	indicators:	These	words	give	a	sense	of	something	being	listened	to	or	said	aloud.	They	can	include	words	such	as	on	the	air,	broadcast,	I	hear,	said,	declared,	audibly,	outspoken,	reportedly,	sounds	like	and	vocal.\r\r\t\rDouble	definition	and	charade	indicators:	These	clue	devices	don’t	have	to	have	indicator	words,	but	if	they	are
used,	they	generally	just	give	a	sense	of	one	thing	following	another,	being	added	to	another,	or	of	one	thing	leading	from	another.	Words	such	as	and,	but,	in	which,	makes,	provides,	next	to,	joining,	on	and	with	may	be	used.\r\r","description":"Indicator	words	are	vital	words	that	are	found	in	many	(but	not	all)	cryptic	clues	for	crosswords.	These	are
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listened	to	or	said	aloud.	They	can	include	words	such	as	on	the	air,	broadcast,	I	hear,	said,	declared,	audibly,	outspoken,	reportedly,	sounds	like	and	vocal.\r\r\t\rDouble	definition	and	charade	indicators:	These	clue	devices	don’t	have	to	have	indicator	words,	but	if	they	are	used,	they	generally	just	give	a	sense	of	one	thing	following	another,	being
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along	strict	guidelines.	The	majority	of	clues	in	a	cryptic	crossword	adhere	to	these	standards:\r\r\t\rEvery	cryptic	clue	includes	a	straight	definition	of	the	answer,	just	like	in	a	‘regular’	crossword.	Astonishing,	but	true!\r\r\t\rThe	definition	part	of	the	clue	will	always	be	at	the	start	or	end	of	the	clue,	and	never	sandwiched	in	the	middle.\r\r\t\rMost
cryptic	clues	run	along	the	lines	of	this	formula:	Definition	+	Wordplay	=	Answer,	or	Wordplay	+	Definition	=	Answer.\r\r\t\rThe	definition	may	be	a	straight	synonym,	or	a	more	oblique	reference	to	the	answer.\r\r\t\rThere	are	nine	main	wordplay	devices	used	in	cryptics:	anagrams,	reversals,	deletions,	charades,	containers,	hidden	words,	double
definitions,	homophones,	and	cryptic	definitions.\r\r\t\rAbbreviations	are	used	a	great	deal	in	cryptic	clues,	so	it’s	important	to	get	a	handle	on	these.\r\r\t\rThe	best	way	to	tackle	a	cryptic	clue	is	to	try	to	ignore	the	first	impression	you	get	from	reading	the	clue,	and	look	at	each	word	in	the	clue	one	by	one	to	see	if	you	can	discover	the	definition	and



wordplay.\r\r\t\rThere’s	no	need	to	solve	the	clues	in	a	crossword	in	order,	just	look	through	the	list	until	you	see	one	that	you	think	you	might	be	able	to	get	out.\r\r\t\rIn	general,	you	can	ignore	the	punctuation	in	a	clue	—	it’s	mostly	just	there	to	mislead	you!\r\r\t\rIt’s	perfectly	okay	to	use	a	thesaurus	to	look	for	synonyms	for	the	words	at	the	start
and	end	of	the	clue	to	see	if	they	reveal	the	answer	(from	the	definition).	You	can	always	work	out	the	wordplay	part	after	the	fact,	and	try	to	figure	out	what	the	setter	has	done	to	make	the	clue	work.	It’s	all	part	of	the	learning	process!\r\r\t\rDifferent	setters	write	clues	slightly	differently,	so	it’s	best	to	get	used	to	one	setter’s	style	at	first,	rather
than	solving	cryptics	from	all	over	the	place.\r\r","description":"While	they	do	look	completely	incomprehensible	at	first	glance,	cryptic	clues	are	actually	written	along	strict	guidelines.	The	majority	of	clues	in	a	cryptic	crossword	adhere	to	these	standards:\r\r\t\rEvery	cryptic	clue	includes	a	straight	definition	of	the	answer,	just	like	in	a	‘regular’
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